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CITIZENS UNION UNVEILS 
REDEVELOPMENT PLANS 


The Citizens Union has announced plans to launch a 
new rehabilitation project of abandoned buildings in the 
West Side Park area. Funds are now being sought 
‘through a major proposal submitted to the Department 
of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) for funds 
available to “Advance Neighborhood Organizations.” 

With emphasis on rehabilitation of abandoned 
buildings, energy conservation, assistance to 
homeowners and upgrading of city service delivery, the 
Citizens Union will move to stabilize and further 
improve the general neighborhood. Says Rebecca 
Andrade, Executive Director, “The general social and 
physical deterioration of the area poses a threat to the 
progress we have made so far in this community . . . we 
cannot let this happen.” 

“I am very excited about the idea of getting back 
into housing rehab,” says Maso Ryan, founding member 
and President of the Board of Directors. “This is the 
kind of activity that reinforces the faith of the people in 
their community's future.” 

With the help of Thomas Massaro, Director of the 
Newark Housing Development & Rehabilitation 
Corporation (HDRC), the Citizens Union has begun to 
carry our plans to rehab a property (pictured on page 3) at 
721 South 18th Street as a demonstration model. If 
successful, the project will be followed by the rehab of 
50 housing units per year. In the rehab process, the 
Citizens Union will develop a neighborhood 
construction company that will be able to provide repair 
services to private homeowners at a rate they can afford. 
Citizens Union will also help homeowners qualify for 


home improvement loans. Continued on page 2 


REBECCA DOGGETT ANDRADE 
TO RECEIVE AWARD 

Rebecca Doggett Andrade, Executive Director of 
Tri-City Citizens Union for Progress will receive the 
Somerset Community Action Program (SCAP) award 
for her outstanding contribution to the creation, 
development and maintenance of a New Jersey grass 
roots community based organization at a Gospel 
Concert celebrating the “Week of the People” on 
August 27 at the State Theater, New Brunswick, 4 to 6 


m. 

The Gospel Concert, a children's benefit, will 
feature William Hardy, star of “Your Arms Too Short 
To Box With God,” and the William Hardy Singers. 
They will perform a musical history concert of gospels 
and spirituals. 

Other events of the week will include a parade, 
gong show, family film festival, international festival, 
jazz concert, tours, breakfasts, luncheons and dinners. 
All events will take place in Somerset County. 


Message from the President 
MASO P. RYAN 

In my twelve years of volunteering at Tri-City, | have 
seen the organization struggle, grow and continue to 
make progress in the community. However, whatever we 
manage to accomplish is never achieved without a 
struggle. 

Volunteers conceived Tri-City — volunteers created 
City and volunteers will always be needed at 
Tri-City. Our capable, dedicated staff are to be 
commended for their loyalty and hard work, but we 
cannot expect them to endure the “struggle” alone. 

It’s the greatest feeling in the world to be able to say 
"| helped build something successful.” Join me and 
become a Tri-City volunteer. We'll build a better 
neighborhood together. 


Redevelopment Plans (Continued from page 1) 
nother move to sharpen the economic base of the 
is the of a Neig 
Credit Union, now in process. By the end of 1978, a 
charter application will be completed with the N. J. 
Credit Union League. 

Crucial to the community's economy in the face of 
rising fuel costs, is the Energy Conservation Program 
sponsored by the Union, with the help of a $15,000 
grant from the State Department of Energy. When asked 
if the Citizens Union has any plans to share their 
experiences, Ms. Andrade replied “our organization has 
always believed that coalition work is crucial to the 
success of any endeavor among poor and working class 
people and we will continue working with established 
coalitions and will provide technical assistance to other 
smaller, less developed nei izations who 


Emergency Appeal 

Tri-City Citizens Union for Progress is faced with a 
funding crisis for the month of September. $8,000 is 
needed for administrative staff salaries and costs. 

Our many projects are funded by foundation grants 
and federal, state and city funds. However, none of 
these sources provides adequate funds to support the 
core administrative staff, without which some projects 
will suffer and some will fail, 

New funding is just around the corner; we have two 
major proposals pending approval. We expect approval 
of at least one grant request by early October which will 
put us back on our feet. But we must keep afloat for 
just 30 days to protect our 11 years of work in this 
neighborhood and tide us over for our new 


are striving to redeem the cities. 


Executive Director Invited to White House 


Rebecca Doggett Andrade, Executive Director, 
attended a Seminar on in i 


program. 

We need the help of all of our friends and supporters, 
NOW, Please send your check and keep the programs 
going and growing! 


D. C. on July 27th, upon the personal invitation of First 
Lady, Rosalynn Carter. 

Ms. Andrade was one of approximately 300 
community leaders from across the country brought: 
together to “focus on how citizens can improve 
employment opportunities in their towns and cities.” 

The full day long conference was held at the New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church and was followed by 
a reception at the White House. $ 

Ms. Andrade indicated that the conference was a 
most absorbing seminar and noted that “the White 
House was gorgeous, and | got to meet the President!” 


WFME RAMILY RADIO 
Spotlights Tri-City Citizens Union for Progress in a 
5-day series on “WFME Reports” with Ken Herring, 
September 4-8, 5:40 p.m. 94.7 on your FM 


Ownership for Amity 2A 


The conversion of Amity 2A properties into a 
is moving towards completion by the end of 


“Initial meetings to orientate the residents on what a 
cooperative is all about and what it means to them have 
been completed. The various resident committees have 
been formed and the members are working to organize 
thẹ residents in preparation for the financial and legal 
steps ahead. 

When 2A is “converted” the Citizens Union will pass 
along a $4 million dollar property to the residents giving 
the City of Newark 200 more homeowners who live IN 
the city. 


The Citizens Union is looking forward to fulfilling a 
commitment which was made when Amity 2A was 
purchased, to turn over the ownership of the properties 
to the residents. 


House at 721 South 18th Street chosen for rehab 
jon under 


Program. 


(Story on page 1) 


ge 


HELP WANTED! 
The building pictured above is the site for the 
proposed Recreation Center for the West Side Park 
neighborhood. Volunteers are needed to help clean 
out the facility. Call Emily Morgan, Tri-City 
Peoples’ Center, 374-5252. 


Tri 


ity Hosts Victoria Foundation Meeting 
Members of the Victoria Foundation of Montclair 
were the honored guests of Tri-City Citizens Union for 
the purpose of holding their annual meeting on May 
24th. 

Despite the rainy, chilly weather, the Victoria 
Trustees toured Citizens Union facilities, Amity Village 
housing and the solar energy system at 627 18th 
Avenue, installed last year with Victoria Foundation 
funding. 

“It is valuable to see firsthand, the challenges and 
successes of agencies we support,” said Howard Quirk, 
Executive Officer of the Foundation and one of 
Tri-City’s most loyal supporters over the years. 

The annual meeting and tour culminated in a 
luncheon for our guests and Union for Progress 
administrators, prepared and served by staff supervisors 
and parent volunteers. 

The Victoria Foundation, now in its 54th year, 
turned its focus toward Newark in 1960. Based upon 
their philosophy that “The rejuvenation of 
Newark . . . rests heavily on the success of community 
groups which can restore pride, vitakity and progress...” 
the Foundation has backed Citizens Union efforts since 
1972, 

Grants to provide the local match for federal Title 
XX monies for the Kindergarten/After School Program 
since 1972 total $121,287; for expansion of the Amity 
Village No.1 Co-op — $89,766; for Energy 
Conservation/Solar System — $5,000; towards the 


” Regional Conference of the National Association of 


Neighborhoods hosted by Tri-City — $4,000 for a total 
of $320,053. 


Members of Victoria Foundation converse at lunch after 
annual meeting and neighborhood tour. 


Do YOU Care? ??? 


The Division of Youth & Family Services (DYFS) 
recently proposed changes in the day care policy which 
will have a disastrous effect upon you, your child and 
community based child care as we know it. 

These policies, if enacted will mean: 

—working parents will have to PAY a fee! (Parents 

now pay nothing) 


—all applications for child care will be processed at 
the WELFARE DEPARTMENT! (This means 
working parents as well as welfare parents. Centers 
will no longer be able to take applications) 


—welfare parent must pay the child care center out 
of money she receives from welfare 


—the day care center will no longer have a stable 
financial base (center will be paid only for Title 
XX children and must develop strong fee collecting 
policy to collect fees from welfare and working 
parents) D 


An emergency meeting was held at the People's 
Center on July 12th to inform parents and organize for 
a regional meeting, which was held on July 19th at Kean 
College. 

A large turnout of parents and day care center 
personnel from Essex and Union Counties developed the 
following plan of action: 

* Signing up for legislative delegations in Essex & 

Union Counties 
* — Writing letters to Governor Byrne, Human Services 

Commissioner Klein and DYFS Director Wells 


requesting that Mr. Wells adhere to the timetable ` 


and guidelines set forth by the Day Care Policy 

Development Board (PDB) in reviewing and 

commenting on proposed policies 
* © writing letters to newspapers, visiting newspapers, 

radio and TV stations to protest the changes. 

All parents who NEED child care must unite now 
to fight these proposed changes! 

Show you care by contacting Tri-City Day Care 
Program to find out where and how you can help. If 
you delay, there may NOT be a community based child 
care center for you to send your child in September. 


Dolores Anderson Moves to New Position 

Dolores Anderson, Resident Manager of Amity 
Villages No. 1 and 2A for the past two and a half years, 
has taken a new position as Property Manager for New 
City Housing Management, 56 Park Place, Newark. 

Ms. Anderson will be responsible for the 
management of 500 units of rehabilitated housing, 
developed by the Aspen Group. 

Ms. Anderson, who received her trianing and 
accreditation as housing manager at Tri-City under the 
direction of Ed Andrade, said at a bon voyage luncheon 
in her honor “Ed Andrade and Tri-City have given me a 
new career and if | am successful in my new position, | 
shall have to say | owe it all to Ed.” 

Dolores noted that she will welcome the 
opportunity to work for Tri-City as a volunteer and 
pledged her intentions to continue working toward the 
conversion of Amity 2A into a cooperative. 

Terry Lucas, former Maintenance Supervisor, will 
assume the duties of Ms. Anderson's position. 


Whirlwind Fund Raiser to Aid Young Musicians 


Joshua Thompson, 22-year-old son of Tri-City 
Board member Maggie Thompson and Ernie Thompson, 
one of Tri-City’s founders, recently embarked on an 
11-day tour of Cuba with his jazz band, “Sputnik.” 

Citizens Union staff, Board members and friends of 
the Thompsons in Orange conducted a weekend ticket 
sale for a cocktail sip at Scott's Lounge, Orange, which 
netted $379.00, A very special performance featured 
“Sputnik” led by composer-guitarist, Josh Thompson, 
and delighted the guests into the wee hours. Proceeds of 
the sip went to defray some of the expenses of the 
group's trip. 

“Sputnik” was selected to go on a performing tour 
in Cuba by the U.S. Preparatory Committee for the 
11th World Festival of Youth and Students, an 
international meeting of 25,000 youths from 140 
different countries. 

“Sputnik” has been heavily involved in benefit 
performances to raise expense money for the 
400-member delegation to the festival from the United 
States. 


NOW 
HEAR 
THIS! 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The People's Center Policy Committee is now 
canvassing the parents of children enrolled in the 
Tri-City Day Care, Kindergarten and After School 
Programs to urge the payment of pledges in support of 
the program, 

The effort is being stepped-up in order to raise the 
balance of $3,500 needed by OCTOBER Ist, to provide 
the matching monies to qualify for Title XX funds for 
the Kindergarten/After School Program. 


Support YOUR community child care center — 
contact 
Emma Moore or Luz Neris 
at 
The People’s Center, 374-9449 


Cervical cancer screening is available at the Tri-City 
Health Clinic, Women’s Clinic is held Monday, 6-9 p.m.; 
Tuesday, 5-9 p.m. and Wednesday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Call for an appointment — 372-1290, 


CALENDAR 
August 27 Gospel Concert & Award Ceremony, 
46 p.m. State Theater, Livingston Ave., New 


Brunswick — Tickets $6.50 


Labor Day — Tri 


September 4 ity closed 


Sept. 4-9 WFME Reports, Ken Herring Interviews 

5:40 p.m, Tri-City people — 94.7 FM Radio. 

September 9 Neighborhood Festival at Tri-City, South 

All day 19th St., between 18th and 19th 
Avenues 


“Serve the People” 


Gitizens Union supervisory staff may be seen at 
any time sporting small blue pins with the inscription 
“Serve the People.” 

These pins, emanating from the People's Republic 
of China, were given to the staff by Executive Director, 
Rebecca Andrade, as a daily reminder of why we are 
here. 

Union for Progress invites the people of our 
12-square blocks to join us in our new redevelopment 
effort. Your comments, suggestions and ideas as to how 
we can best “serve the people” are welcome. 

Let's get organized for a better neighborhood, Stop 
by the Neighborhood Aid & Information Center, 668 
South 20th Street, and add your name to the West Side 
Neighbors membership. 
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